


                 LOXTON PARISH COUNCIL									
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON TUESDAY 11th November 2025  
AT 7.00PM  


In attendance:  Chairman I. Shipton, Cllr S. Bassett, Cllr P. Davies, Cllr A. Eden and 2 members
 of the Public.
The Minutes were taken by Clerk Sally Ferguson. The meeting opened at 6.55 pm

 42/25 The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
43/25 Apologies for absence- Unitary Cllr Tristram- Accepted.
44/25 Declaration of Interests -Cllr. Bassett would have declared an Interest in planning 25/P/2119/AOC, but due to personal circumstances was delayed joining the meeting until after Planning was discussed).
45/25 Minutes of Last Meeting – The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council on 2nd September 2025 were resolved as accurate and signed by the Chairman.
46/25 Public Speaking- 
[bookmark: _Hlk173227493]The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.02 pm to allow the Public to speak. The residents expressed thanks for the support from the Parish Council with a recent planning application. The Clerk had reported an issue with a flooded gully, and an update was provided. Further information was needed with the hedge issue from Loxton to Christon. The  proposed scrapping of the Bleadon Sluice was mentioned , and the Clerk would update further when more information was received .
The meeting opened at 7.18 p.m.
47/25 Planning: 
· 25/P/2119/AOC Walnut House, Christon Road, Loxton, BS26 2XG. Request to discharge condition 5 (Archaeological Investigation work) on application 25/P/1031/FUH. It was resolved to support the discharge of the condition.
· 25/P/1951/TPO East Wing, Old Rectory, Christon Road, Loxton. BS26. T1 Monterey Cyprus. Fell to ground level in accordance with the Arboricultural assessment by Silverback Abroricultural Consultancy Ltd. The tree appears to be in decline with questionable structural integrity due to suspected honey fungus. It was resolved to be guided by  the Tree officer’s decision. 
48/25 Correspondence
All correspondence sent to Members by email. 
(Cllr S. Bassett joined the meeting at 7.23 p.m.)
49/25 
Free Trees-It was resolved that the Chairman would investigate the Forest of Avon Scheme to see if there was still availability.
50/25
Assertion 10- It was resolved to work towards being fully compliant within 2 years, as the cost of a GOV.UK Domain was felt to demonstrate a disproportionate financial burden to the Parish Council. The Clerk would approach the current website provide, Vision ICT, for a quotation. 
 At the moment, website was thought to be compliant, an I.T. policy was in place, the Clerk adhered to GDPR regulations, and the Councillors were happy that the email addresses they used were solely for the purpose of Parish business.
51/25
The Clerk produced a Budget with predicted expenditure until 31st March 2026 and a draft Budget 2026-2027 for consideration. This was discussed and a final decision on the Precept request would be made at the next meeting in January.
52/25 Finance and to approve payments for October and November, and to acknowledge those due before the next meeting in January.
It was resolved to approve the payments shown below since the last meeting and acknowledge those due before the next meeting in January 2026:

· Clerk Salary October = £164.76
·  Home Allowance= £20.00
· N.I/Tax HMRC October =£41.40
· Scribe (Starboard Systems) = £207.36
· Bank Charge=£4.25
· [bookmark: _Hlk207097459]Clerk Salary November = £164.76 (TBC by Payroll)
· NI/Tax HMRC= £41.40 (TBC by Payroll)
· Home Allowance = £20.00
· Bank Charge=£4.25

Bank Balances after October   payments:

· Current Account = £1,148.77
· Reserves Account = £9,450.14


53/25 Reports:

1. District Councillor –No report. 
2. Highways/Footpaths –The Clerk was given a telephone number to follow up on the overgrown hedge issue between Loxton and Christon.
3. Parish Acre – Cllr Davies had emptied the collection box and the sum of £14.16 was given to the Clerk for deposit.
4. Parish Orderly -Nothing to report.
5. Community Hub -The new building extension was expected to be opened in January , and the shop area would then be ready for use if volunteers could be sought to man it.
54/25 Items for the next agenda-
· Budget 2026-2027 leading to Precept request.

Next meeting: Meeting of the Parish Council 6th January 2026 at 7.00 pm.



[bookmark: _Hlk150946830]Meeting closed at 8.02 p.m.
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