


                 LOXTON PARISH COUNCIL									
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON MONDAY 6th January 2025  
AT 7.00PM  


In attendance: Vice Chairman Bassett, Cllr Davies, Cllr Eden, Unitary Cllr Tristram and three members
 of the Public.
The Minutes were taken by Clerk Sally Ferguson. The meeting opened at 7.00 pm

 55/24 The Vice Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
56/24 Apologies for absence- Chairman Shipton- Accepted.
57/24 Declaration of Interests – None declared.
58/24 Minutes of Last Meeting – The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council on 11th November 2024 were resolved as accurate and signed by the Vice Chairman.
59/24 Public Speaking- 
[bookmark: _Hlk173227493]The Vice Chairman closed the meeting at 7.02 pm to allow the Public to speak. There is a Climate Change talk at St. Andrews Church on Friday 7th February. The speaker is Mr B. Hamlin. This is to mark 40 years of the United Crook Peak Parish. There would be an interruption to the power supply in Loxton on 15th January for necessary repairs. The meeting opened at 7.12 pm.
60/24 Planning: 
Both applications below came in after the agenda was published. The Council has no objections to these tree works and accept the judgement of the Tree Officer at North Somerset Council.
· 24/P/2736/TRCA Hilltop Cottage, Hillview Road, Loxton. BS26 2XJ 19 Ash trees-fell.
· 24/P/2594/TRCA The Gables, Old Rectory, Christon Road, Loxton. BS26 2XG. T1-fell

61/24 Correspondence
All correspondence sent to Members by email.
62/24
 The Budget showing predicted spending until the end of the financial year and tentative figures for 2025-26 was presented by the Clerk. It was resolved to set the Precept at £7400.00, a 5.2% increase, to balance the Budget without using reserves which were still being built. This would mean a modest rise to a Band D property of £3.64 a year as part of the Community Charge. The Clerk was thanked for  preparing and explaining the Budget. 
63/24
 Finance and to approve payments since last meeting-
It was resolved to approve the payments since last meeting and acknowledge those due before the next meeting in March 2025.

· Clerk Salary November (inc. backpay) =£199.76
·  Home Allowance= £20.00
· N.I/Tax HMRC November =£50.00
· Clerk Salary December =£157.24
· Home Allowance = £20.00
· N.I/Tax December = 39.20
· Orderly Payment =To be paid this month, now confirmed at £690.00 for 2024.

Bank Balances as of 6th January 2025:
· Current Account = £3212.86
· Reserves Account = £5895.82

64/24 Reports:

1. District Councillor –Cllr Tristram had no relevant updates for Loxton but answered a few questions which arose. 
2. Highways/Footpaths –The streetlamp still needs repairing, but it is in hand.
3. Parish Acre – The Orderly is to mend the bench which has collapsed.
4. Parish Orderly -Nothing else to report.
5. Community Hub – Cllr Davies gave an update. Income in the second year of trading was £64,000.00, an increase on the first year of £24,000.00. The underfloor heating is a major cost in the colder months at Circa £670.00 per month. At some point the start up loan of £90,000.00 needs paying back, but the next phase of the building has been started. The foundations are in and there is enough funding to build the extension to make the building int an L- Shape, with an indoor toilet and a new kitchen space, but aa further £80,000.00 of grants were needed to complete the project internally. Local patronage is essential through the winter months to show the Hub is needed in the Community. Future plans include liaising with the Wessex Learning Trust, the Axbridge Men’s Shed ant the provision of NHS Support Services inhouse.
  65/24 Items not covered elsewhere plus items for the next agenda:
· Review of local Community feeling on speed reduction in the Parish. All welcome to attend the meeting.


Next meeting: Meeting of the Parish Council:
 Monday 24th March 2025 at 7.00pm.

[bookmark: _Hlk150946830]Meeting closed at 7.44 pm.
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